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March 17, 2015 

 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES ELEVENTH DISTRICT:  

COUNCILMEMBER MIKE BONIN  

200 N. Spring Street #475 Los Angeles, CA 90012    

Dear Mr. Bonin, 

We are writing on behalf of homeowners in the Huntington Palisades, which 

consists of homes located in Tracts 6753, 9377, and 12188 (the “Huntington”), in 

connection with the proposed interim control ordinance regarding a moratorium on 

construction where construction does not meet neighborhood-specific criteria (the 

“Proposed Ordinance”). 

While the Proposed Ordinance does not apply to the Huntington, we wanted to 

reach out to you at this time in case any similar measures are considered for the 

Huntington to explain why we believe such measures would not be necessary. The 

stated purpose of the Proposed Ordinance is to address a current trend of tearing 

down original houses and replacing them with “hulking, box-like structures or 

significantly remodeling existing structures with bulky two-story additions that are 

out of scale with neighboring properties.” 

We can assure you that, within the Huntington, no such trend exists or could exist. 

For decades, homeowners in the Huntington have been subject to building 

restrictions imposed by the Huntington Palisades Property Owners Corporation, 

Ltd. (the “HPPOC”). The HPPOC exists to promote and protect the interests of 

homeowners in the Huntington and to enforce the covenants, conditions and 

restrictions (“CC&R’s”) first recorded in the 1920s and restated and amended at 

various times over the years. These CC&R’s already restrict and regulate 

construction and other matters affecting the community. Among other things, new 

and existing homeowners are required to submit architectural plans to the HPPOC 

and to receive HPPOC approval prior to any new construction. The HPPOC review 

http://www.hppoc.org/


process includes review and approval by three local architects, who are mandated 

with preserving the tradition and the existing character of the Huntington to ensure 

that new construction is in compliance with the CC&R’s. 

As a result of this review and approval process and the CC&R’s, the Huntington is 

not in danger of being overrun by “hulking, box-like structures” or “bulky two-

story additions” out of scale with the rest of the community. For example, our 

architectural requirements dictate that all new construction or remodels should be 

compatible with the character, style, scale and elements of the neighboring 

properties. Moreover, the "building envelope" within which a structure is permitted 

has several restrictions that include but are not limited to front, rear and side yard 

set backs. The height restriction within this envelope only allows for a two-story 

structure, the second story of which cannot be duplicate in volume to the first 

story, thus eliminating the possibility of any box like appearance.  In light of this, 

not only is the Huntington not in need of the type of protection represented by the 

Proposed Ordinance, the Proposed Ordinance, if extended to the Huntington, 

would only cause confusion and reduce homeowner values unnecessarily. 

Accordingly, while the Proposed Ordinance does not currently cover the 

Huntington, we would implore you to resist any proposal to extend or replicate the 

ordinance with respect to the Huntington. 

Respectfully yours, 

 

THE HPPOC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 


